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Abstract  

Education is a fundamental human right and a key driver of social, economic, and national development. 
However, educational inequality remains a significant challenge, particularly in underfunded schools that serve 
students from economically and socially disadvantaged communities. This study examines the relationship between 
education and inequality by focusing on three critical dimensions: educational access, learning outcomes, and 
opportunities available to students in underfunded schools. The study adopts a descriptive research design based 
entirely on secondary data collected from government reports, UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank, OECD 
publications, the National Education Policy (NEP 2020), UDISE+, NCERT reports, research journals, and scholarly 
publications. The findings indicate that inadequate school funding, poor infrastructure, teacher shortages, limited 
digital resources, and socio-economic disparities significantly affect students' educational experiences and academic 
performance. Despite various government initiatives aimed at improving educational equity, substantial gaps 
continue to exist in access to quality education and future opportunities. The study emphasizes that equitable 
funding, improved school infrastructure, qualified teachers, digital inclusion, and effective implementation of 
educational policies are essential for reducing educational disparities. It concludes that strengthening underfunded 
schools through inclusive and sustainable educational reforms will enhance learning outcomes, promote equal 
opportunities, and contribute to social justice and long-term national development. 
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Introduction  
Education is widely regarded as a fundamental 
human right and a powerful instrument for promoting 
social justice, economic development, and individual 
empowerment. However, educational inequality 
remains a persistent challenge across many countries, 
particularly in underfunded schools that lack 
adequate financial, physical, and human resources. 
These schools often serve students from 
economically disadvantaged, rural, tribal, and 
marginalized communities, where limited access to 

quality education reinforces existing social and 
economic inequalities. Inadequate infrastructure, 
insufficient teaching staff, outdated learning 
materials, poor digital connectivity, and limited 
extracurricular opportunities significantly affect 
students' academic achievement and future prospects. 
While governments have introduced various 
educational reforms and welfare schemes to improve 
school education, disparities in access, learning 
outcomes, and career opportunities continue to exist. 
The digital divide, particularly after the COVID-19 
pandemic, has further widened educational 
inequalities by restricting access to online learning 
among students in resource-constrained schools. 
Understanding the relationship between educational 
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funding, student performance, and opportunities is 
therefore essential for developing inclusive 
educational policies. This study examines the 
challenges faced by underfunded schools by focusing 
on three interconnected dimensions: educational 
access, learning outcomes, and opportunities for 
students. It also explores policy interventions and 
strategic measures that can help bridge educational 
disparities and promote equitable, inclusive, and 
sustainable educational development. 
 
Education and Inequality 
1. Equal Access to Education 
Equal access means that every child should have the 
opportunity to enroll in and attend school regardless 
of economic background, gender, religion, caste, 
disability, or place of residence. However, children 
studying in underfunded schools often face barriers 
such as long travel distances, inadequate school 
facilities, financial constraints, and limited 
educational resources. Ensuring equal access is the 
foundation for achieving educational equity and 
social justice. 
 
2. Quality of Education 
Quality education depends on qualified teachers, 
effective teaching methods, appropriate learning 
materials, and a supportive learning environment. 
Underfunded schools often struggle to provide these 
essential components, resulting in poor learning 
experiences and lower academic achievement. 
Improving educational quality helps students develop 
knowledge, skills, creativity, and critical thinking 
necessary for lifelong success. 
 
3. Socio-economic Inequality 
Family income and socio-economic status 
significantly influence educational opportunities. 
Students from low-income households may lack 
textbooks, digital devices, internet access, nutritious 
food, and parental educational support. These 
disadvantages often reduce school attendance, 
learning motivation, and academic performance, 
thereby widening educational inequality. 
 
4. Geographic Disparities 
Educational opportunities vary considerably between 
urban and rural areas. Urban schools generally have 
better infrastructure, laboratories, libraries, and 
qualified teachers, whereas many rural and remote 
schools face shortages of educational resources. 
Geographic inequality limits students' access to 
quality education and future career opportunities. 
 
5. Gender Inequality in Education 

Although educational participation among girls has 
improved considerably, gender disparities still exist 
in many regions. Social norms, early marriage, 
household responsibilities, safety concerns, and 
financial limitations may prevent girls from 
completing their education. Promoting gender 
equality ensures equal educational opportunities for 
both boys and girls. 
 
6. Infrastructure Inequality 
School infrastructure plays a crucial role in creating 
an effective learning environment. Underfunded 
schools often lack adequate classrooms, laboratories, 
libraries, sanitation facilities, electricity, drinking 
water, and playgrounds. Poor infrastructure 
negatively affects attendance, concentration, and 
overall learning outcomes. 
 
7. Teacher Availability and Competency 
Qualified teachers are central to educational success. 
Many underfunded schools experience teacher 
shortages, high student-teacher ratios, limited 
professional development, and insufficient teaching 
materials. These challenges reduce instructional 
quality and hinder students' academic progress. 
 
8. Digital Inequality 
The increasing use of technology in education has 
highlighted the importance of digital access. Students 
in underfunded schools often have limited access to 
computers, internet services, smart classrooms, and 
online learning platforms. The digital divide restricts 
learning opportunities and widens educational 
disparities, particularly after the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
9. Educational Outcomes 
Educational outcomes include academic 
achievement, literacy, numeracy, critical thinking, 
skill development, graduation rates, and 
employability. Students attending underfunded 
schools generally experience lower educational 
outcomes due to inadequate learning resources, poor 
infrastructure, and insufficient academic support. 
 
10. Opportunities Beyond School 
Educational inequality extends beyond classroom 
learning and affects students' future opportunities. 
Limited access to scholarships, career counselling, 
vocational education, internships, higher education, 
and skill development programmes reduces students' 
chances of achieving economic and social mobility. 
Expanding these opportunities is essential for 
creating an equitable education system. 
 
11. Government Policies and Educational Equity 
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Governments play a significant role in reducing 
educational inequality through funding, policy 
reforms, teacher recruitment, infrastructure 
development, scholarship programmes, and digital 
education initiatives. Policies such as the National 
Education Policy (NEP 2020), Right to Education 
(RTE) Act, and Samagra Shiksha aim to ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality education for all 
children. Effective implementation of these policies 
is essential for reducing disparities in underfunded 
schools. 
 
12. Inclusive Education 
Inclusive education ensures that every learner, 
regardless of disability, social background, gender, 
language, or ethnicity, receives equal educational 
opportunities. It promotes diversity, equal 
participation, and non-discrimination within the 
education system. Inclusive educational practices 
help reduce inequality by providing appropriate 
support and resources to all students. 
 
13. Long-term Impact of Educational Inequality 
Educational inequality has far-reaching consequences 
for individuals and society. It limits employment 
opportunities, increases income inequality, 
perpetuates poverty, and reduces social mobility. At 
the national level, unequal education weakens human 
capital development, slows economic growth, and 
hinders sustainable development. Therefore, reducing 
educational inequality is essential for achieving 
inclusive economic progress and social justice. 
 
Review of Literature 
 
Ainscow and Chapman (2025) examined the 
development of equitable education systems by 
analysing collaborative school improvement 
initiatives in socio-economically disadvantaged 
communities. The study found that strong school 
leadership, collaboration among educational 
stakeholders, and continuous policy support 
significantly improve educational equity. It 
concluded that systemic reforms and inclusive 
governance are essential for reducing inequalities in 
access and learning outcomes.  
 
Blanden, Doepke, and Stuhler (2022) investigated 
the causes and consequences of educational 
inequality across different countries. The study 
reported that children from disadvantaged socio-
economic backgrounds continue to experience lower 
educational achievement due to unequal investment 
in education and limited learning opportunities. It 
further established that educational inequality directly 

affects social mobility and contributes to long-term 
economic inequality.  
 
Franck and Nicaise (2022) conducted a systematic 
review on equity funding policies implemented in 
schools across Europe and North America. The 
review found that targeted financial support for 
disadvantaged schools improves student achievement 
when resources are allocated effectively. The authors 
concluded that funding policies should be 
accompanied by accountability measures and quality 
teaching to reduce educational disparities.  
 
Fitzgerald, Avirmed, and Battulga (2024) carried 
out a systematic literature review to identify the 
factors influencing educational inequality in higher 
education. The review highlighted that financial 
constraints, institutional barriers, social exclusion, 
and unequal access to educational resources remain 
major obstacles for disadvantaged students. It 
recommended strengthening financial assistance and 
inclusive educational policies to improve 
participation and educational success.  
 
Glassow and Jerrim (2022) explored inequitable 
teacher distribution using data collected from 
multiple countries over two decades. The study 
revealed that students from disadvantaged socio-
economic backgrounds are more likely to be taught 
by less experienced and less qualified teachers. The 
authors concluded that equitable teacher allocation is 
essential for narrowing achievement gaps and 
improving educational quality.  
 
Lee, Shores, and Williams (2022) analysed the 
distribution of school resources across different 
educational systems in the United States. The study 
found significant inequalities in school expenditure, 
teacher quality, class size, and educational resources 
among disadvantaged student groups. It concluded 
that fair allocation of educational resources is 
fundamental for promoting equal learning 
opportunities.  
 
Mishra, Sarkar, Sen, Sethuraman, and Yadav 
(2025) examined teacher transfer policies designed to 
reduce teacher shortages in government schools. The 
study demonstrated that systematic redistribution of 
teachers can improve student–teacher ratios in under-
resourced schools without creating additional 
inequalities elsewhere. The findings emphasized 
efficient teacher deployment as an important strategy 
for improving educational equity.  
 
Redding (2025) reviewed recent evidence on racial 
disparities in school funding and educational 
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opportunities in the United States. The study argued 
that historical segregation, housing inequality, and 
policy decisions continue to influence unequal school 
funding patterns. It concluded that comprehensive 
funding reforms and equity-focused educational 
policies are necessary to reduce structural educational 
inequalities.  
 
Sirin and Rogers-Sirin (2023) examined the 
relationship between socio-economic disadvantage 
and educational achievement among school students. 
The study found that family income, parental 
education, access to educational resources, and 
school environment significantly influence students' 
academic performance. The authors emphasized that 
reducing socio-economic disparities is essential for 
improving educational equity and student success. 
 
Van de Werfhorst (2023) investigated educational 
inequality from an international comparative 
perspective. The study found that differences in 
school systems, educational policies, and socio-
economic backgrounds continue to shape unequal 
educational outcomes across countries. It concluded 
that inclusive educational reforms, equitable funding, 
and equal access to quality education are necessary to 
minimise learning disparities and improve social 
mobility. 
 
Research Gap  
Although considerable research has been conducted 
on educational inequality, several important gaps 
remain in understanding the challenges faced by 
underfunded schools. Most previous studies have 
focused on individual aspects such as school 
enrolment, academic performance, socio-economic 
disparities, or educational funding. However, 
relatively few studies have examined the combined 
influence of educational access, learning outcomes, 
and future opportunities within a single framework. 
Existing literature also gives greater emphasis to 
national and international comparisons, while the 
specific conditions of underfunded schools, 
particularly those serving economically 
disadvantaged and marginalized communities, 
receive comparatively less attention. Furthermore, 
recent educational challenges such as the digital 
divide, post-pandemic learning loss, teacher 
shortages, and inadequate infrastructure have 
intensified educational inequalities, yet these issues 
have not been sufficiently explored through 
descriptive studies based on recent secondary data. 
Many studies recommend policy reforms but provide 
limited discussion on how inadequate financial 
resources affect students' long-term educational and 
career opportunities. 

 
In addition, there is a need for comprehensive studies 
that integrate findings from government reports, 
international organizations, and recent scholarly 
literature to provide a holistic understanding of 
educational inequality. Therefore, the present study 
seeks to bridge these gaps by descriptively analysing 
educational access, learning outcomes, and 
opportunities in underfunded schools. The study 
contributes to the existing literature by offering a 
comprehensive perspective and suggesting measures 
to promote equitable, inclusive, and quality education 
for all students. 
 
Research Objectives 

1. To examine the relationship between educational 
access and inequality in underfunded schools.  

2. To analyse the impact of educational inequality on 
students' learning outcomes and future opportunities 
in underfunded schools. 
 
Sources of Data 
The present study is based entirely on secondary 
data. The required information has been collected 
from books, peer-reviewed research articles, 
government reports, UDISE+, NCERT publications, 
UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank, OECD reports, the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, official 
educational statistics, and other authentic academic 
sources to analyse educational inequality in 
underfunded schools. 
 
Research Methodology 
The present study adopts a descriptive research 
design to examine the issue of education and 
inequality with particular emphasis on access, 
learning outcomes, and opportunities in underfunded 
schools. The descriptive approach is appropriate 
because it systematically describes existing 
educational conditions, identifies patterns of 
inequality, and analyses the factors contributing to 
disparities in school education without manipulating 
any variables. 
 
The study is based entirely on secondary data 
collected from authentic and reliable sources. 
Information has been gathered from government 
publications, research articles, books, reports of the 
Ministry of Education, National Education Policy 
(NEP 2020), Unified District Information System for 
Education Plus (UDISE+), National Achievement 
Survey (NAS), National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT), UNESCO, 
UNICEF, World Bank reports, OECD publications, 
educational journals, and other scholarly databases. 
These sources provide comprehensive information on 
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educational access, infrastructure, enrolment, 
learning outcomes, teacher availability, school 
funding, digital education, and educational 
opportunities. 
 
The collected data are organised and analysed using 
descriptive analytical techniques such as thematic 
analysis, content analysis, comparison of findings, 
tables, charts, percentages, and graphical 
presentation. The study compares various dimensions 
of educational inequality, including differences in 
access to education, quality of infrastructure, 
availability of qualified teachers, digital resources, 
academic performance, and opportunities available to 
students in underfunded schools. 
 
The scope of the study is limited to analysing 
published literature, official statistics, policy 
documents, and institutional reports related to 
educational inequality. No primary data collection 
through surveys or interviews has been undertaken. 
The findings are interpreted to understand the 
existing educational disparities and to identify policy 
measures that can promote equitable access, improve 
learning outcomes, and expand educational 
opportunities in underfunded schools. The descriptive 
methodology enables a comprehensive understanding 
of the current status of educational inequality and 
provides evidence-based suggestions for 
strengthening inclusive and quality education. 
 
Findings 

1. The study found that underfunded schools 
face significant inequalities in infrastructure, teaching 
resources, and educational facilities, which 
negatively affect the quality of education. 

2. Students from economically disadvantaged, 
rural, and marginalized communities have limited 
access to quality education, resulting in unequal 
educational opportunities. 

3. Inadequate school funding contributes to 
shortages of qualified teachers, overcrowded 
classrooms, insufficient learning materials, and poor 
digital infrastructure. 

4. Educational inequalities lead to lower 
academic achievement, higher dropout rates, and 
reduced participation in higher education and skill 
development programmes. 

5. The digital divide continues to widen 
educational disparities, particularly in underfunded 
schools where access to computers, internet 
connectivity, and digital learning resources remains 
inadequate. 

6. Government initiatives such as the Right to 
Education (RTE) Act, Samagra Shiksha, and the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 have 

improved educational access; however, disparities in 
learning outcomes and educational opportunities 
persist. 

7. Socio-economic background remains one of 
the strongest factors influencing students' educational 
achievement and future career opportunities. 

8. Improving educational equity requires not 
only increased financial investment but also effective 
policy implementation, teacher development, and 
inclusive educational practices. 
 
Suggestions 

1. Increase public expenditure on school 
education, particularly for underfunded and 
disadvantaged schools. 

2. Improve school infrastructure by providing 
adequate classrooms, libraries, laboratories, 
sanitation facilities, electricity, and digital learning 
resources. 

3. Recruit qualified teachers and provide 
continuous professional development programmes to 
improve teaching quality. 

4. Strengthen digital education by expanding 
internet connectivity, smart classrooms, and access to 
digital devices for economically disadvantaged 
students. 

5. Enhance scholarship schemes, financial 
assistance, and career guidance programmes to 
improve educational opportunities for vulnerable 
students. 

6. Ensure effective implementation and regular 
monitoring of educational policies to reduce regional 
and socio-economic disparities. 

7. Promote inclusive education by providing 
equal educational opportunities for girls, children 
with disabilities, tribal communities, and other 
marginalized groups. 

8. Encourage collaboration among 
governments, educational institutions, local 
communities, and non-governmental organizations to 
strengthen educational equity. 
 
Future Scope of the Study 

1. Future research may examine educational 
inequality using primary data collected from students, 
teachers, school administrators, and parents across 
different regions. 

2. Comparative studies can be conducted 
between government, private, rural, and urban 
schools to understand differences in educational 
access and outcomes. 

3. Further research may analyse the long-term 
impact of digital education initiatives on reducing 
educational inequalities in underfunded schools. 

4. Future studies may investigate the 
effectiveness of government educational programmes 
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such as Samagra Shiksha and NEP 2020 in 
improving educational equity. 

5. Researchers can explore the relationship 
between educational inequality and students' mental 
health, career aspirations, and employability. 

6. State-specific studies, particularly in 
educationally disadvantaged regions, may provide 
localized policy recommendations. 

7. Longitudinal research can assess changes in 
educational inequality over time and evaluate the 
sustainability of educational reforms. 

8. Future studies may also focus on the role of 
emerging technologies, artificial intelligence, and 
blended learning in improving access and learning 
outcomes in resource-constrained schools. 
 
Conclusion 
Education is a fundamental human right and a 
powerful instrument for promoting social justice, 
economic development, and inclusive growth. 
However, educational inequality continues to 
challenge the achievement of equitable learning 
opportunities, particularly in underfunded schools 
serving disadvantaged communities. Disparities in 
school funding, infrastructure, teacher availability, 
digital access, and educational resources significantly 
influence students' academic performance and future 
opportunities. Although various government 
initiatives have contributed to improving school 
enrolment and educational access, inequalities in 
learning outcomes and educational opportunities 
remain evident. Addressing these challenges requires 
sustained public investment, equitable resource 
allocation, strengthened educational governance, and 
effective implementation of inclusive policies. 
Expanding digital infrastructure, improving teacher 
quality, and supporting economically vulnerable 
students are essential for creating a more equitable 
education system. By reducing educational 
inequalities and ensuring quality education for all, 
governments and educational institutions can 
strengthen human capital, promote social mobility, 
and contribute to sustainable national development. 
An inclusive and well-funded education system is 
therefore essential for building a fair, prosperous, and 
knowledge-driven society. 
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