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Key Words Abstract

Felis lybica Introduction: Wildcat (Felis lybica) is one of the most common cats in the Felidae family
Domestic cat - that has a potential and distinct threat from other cats, i.e. crossbreeding with domestic cat.
Morphological characteristics . . g . . . . . . ..
Ecology This has made it difficult to identify pure wildcats in the wild, and then this species is

facing many challenges in the relation of conservation programs.

Materials & Methods: In current study using photos of possible wildcats from 2015-2017
together with results of genetic studies about wildcat in the previous research,
morphological characteristics for identification of wildcat and domestic cat were studied
and distribution map of samples was pictured in ArcGIS 10.3.

Result: Using the sample images that we had in this study, it was not possible to
distinguish wild specimens from domestics by giving protocols, since our images did not
cover all the morphological features for separation. Only in one case, the pattern of the
specimen's fur clearly demonstrated this sample is domestic cat, but in other cases we are
not able to confidently distinguish the wild specimen from the domestic ones.
Conclusion: We know very little about wildcat and its ecological characteristics in Iran,
Therefore, a systematic study of wildcat in large protected areas, away from residential
centers is necessary to achieve some of the ecological characteristics of the species. It is
also strongly recommended to follow the instructions that can be used in nature to identify
Asiatic wildcat using fur features.
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Seore
Character 1 2 3
(1) White on chin White extensive oa muzzie White ca chin Buff or off-white ca chin
(2) Stripes on check No dark stripes Indistinct stripes 3 ckear stripes (2 fusad)
(3) Drark spots underside Absent Indistinct Distirst
(4) White o paw \White extensive oo paw White tuft on paw Nouhite on paw
(5) White on flazk Present - Absent
(6) White on back Present - Absent
(7) Extent of dorsal line Abscnt/covers entirc tail Continucsontotail  Stops 2t base of tail
(8) Shape of tail tip Tapered toa point Infermediate Bluzt
{9) Colour of tail tip Neither black noe dark Dark Black
{10) Distinctness of tail bands Absentfoined by dorsal line  Jndistint or fused Distinct
(11) Alignment of tail bands Absent/net aligned Disjoirted Aligned
(12)* Stripes on hind leg <4or>Tstripes - 4-7 stripes
(13)* Bands encircling forcky <20r>3 bands - 2or3tunds
(14) Tabby coat patiems Absent/not predominant - Prodominant pattern
(15) Broken stripes ca flanks & hindquartess > 50% broken'no marking 25-507% broken <23% broken
(16)* Stripes on body <Tor> 11 unbrokenstipes = 7-11 unbroken stripes
(17) Spots ca flanks & hindquarters Many/no nsarking Some Neoz
{18) Stripes on nzps Thin'no stripes Intermediate 4 thick stripes
(19) Stripes on shoulder [ndistinct'no stripes Intermedzate 2 thick stripes
(20) Colour of the back of car Same colour 25 head Wezk ochroreddish - Ochrefreddish
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